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metachromatic 



diffuse in^ malignant m. 
localized fibroa* tH^, benign fibrous m. 

malt^Dant m.. a m^ignant tumor of the pleura, p^ntonEum. orp^ 
cs^^^iX apfy^ars as broad sheets of celli, with some rc^ ons 
stSSdl^^haped sarcoma-like cells AAd Other regions 
fihowKS^^^ paltemfi. Many of these tumors, particularly 
fn the^eurVand peritoneum, have been linked to excewive expo- 
sure to asbestos. Called also diffuse m. 
iiiltonil ou, a malignant me^othdioma in the pentpnevm, a form 
^keS trJiea^ asbestos exposure and sometimes accompanying 
he pl^ral v^i*ly; it may Spread to Involve the inlefitlnes and 
cause obstruction Symptoms Include ascites, pain, and a mass in 

SliSraarnira malignant mesothelioma of the pleural space, often 
spreading widely and invading other thoracic structures; Patients 
a?^^ftSf older men who present ^^th dyspnea^ ^^TX^ ' 
extensive pleural effusions. It is usually fatal wilhm y<^-^, . . ^ 
of leads. ID. of tunica vi^jtnallm a malignant mesOthebOma 0( the 
tunica^ naJis testis. usSally first manifesting as a hydrocele; 
so™timw it is ^ '^owi ^' cases have 

bten llnk^ to asbestos exposure. It ofte*^ follows a more indolent 
tour$e than the pleural or peritoneal varieties. 

meso-tlie-li-um Cme^'O'the'le^ni) [me50- + epithelium] [NA] the 
^aver^at ""s, d^v^d from the mesoderm, which lin^ th« 
lom O? body ca^ty the embryo. In the adult, it forms the Simple 
squamous dpithe^^ which covers all true serous membranes 
(peritoneum, pericardium, pleura). 

meft*«th*«tWI'<ni0zH>4he'nDr)(/neso^+ Cr.//ienflrpalm) museuluS 
adductor poUiCiS. 

mers-o-trop^ie (mez'^o-trop^ik) situated in the middle of a cavity, as 
the atxlomen. 

imso*tymi»a-nuni (mei'o-tim'pa^n&m) the portion ol the middle 
ear medial to the tympanic membrane. 

mes-o-vaH w Cmez"o-var'e^m;) [NA] the portion ol the broad 
ligament of the uterus between the mesometrtum and mesosaJpmx, 
which is drawn out to enclose and hold the ovary m place. 

niAfi**dtwi*r fmes'an-jar) an information carrier 

any ^seviral classes of inlraceUular signals act ng al or 
Inured within the plasma membrane that translate electrical or 
chemica) messages from the environment into cellular responses, 
such messenseil include changes in membrane potential, calcium 
fons S^cKcleOtidcs, and products of phosphatidylinos.tol turn- 
Over. 

mes'ter-O-IOM (mos-ter'o^on) an androgen with actions and uses 

similar to those of testosterone. 
Mes-li-non Cmes'tl-non) trademark for preparations of pyridostig- 

mine bromide. 
n)OS*tra-nol (mes'tr^^Ol) [USP] the ^m^byl 

diol, used as thcestrogttn compon^snt of several progestm-estrogen 

oral' coAtr^icepttvcs 

nie»-u-prlne hy-dro'chlp-rid© (mes'^prfin) chemical name: N^[2- 
hydroxy^5-[l-hydroxy-2-(2<4-methoxyphenyl>thyl] 
yminof^opyl]phen>Slmethane.uH^namlde ^^MrocT^^^^d^. - 
vasodilator and smooth muscle relaxant, CiiH^NjO^S hci. 

mesHnn-ic Cmez"u-rannk) [meso + Gr. oumnos palate] having a 
maxllloah^eolar Index between llO.O and 114.9. 

mes^ylato (mes'a-lat) USAN conlracUan for methanesulfonale. 

Met methionine. 

meta- [Gr. meta after, beyond, over] 1^ a.Pre&x ^^^^^^f JJSnJirS 
change, transformation^ or exchange or (t>) after or 2; symbol 
^■in organic chemistry, a prefix in^cating a l,5^ubstituted ben^ 
zSie ring, e.g., m-xy\ene (l.^imethylbenzene) or m-nitrophenol 
nhrophS^ioO 3. in organic chenustry a prefix indicating a poly- 
meric acid anhydride. e.g,, m^taphcspbonc acid, 

metMnal-y-^ (mef »^aI'T-sls) [mcta- + anatysis] any system- 
atic method that uses statistical analysis to integrate the data from 
a numl>er of Independent studies. 

iMta-ar^thrtt^c Cmef'^r-ihi'jl'jfc) occurring as a consequence or 
result of arlhriils. 

mtt-tab*a-»to fma-iab'a-sis) [m&ta- + Gr. bainein to go] 1. a change 
in the manifestations or course of a disease. 2. met^tasls. or 
change in the site of a morbid process from one region of the hody 
to another. 

meta-bi-o^sia (mera-bi-o'sis) [meia- + Gr. biosis way of life] the 
dependence of one organism upon another for its existence; com- 
mensalism- 

met-a-bol-ic (mei^borik) pertaining to or of the nature of metab- 
olism^ 



met^a^bO'lim-e-ter (mef'a-bo-limVtnr) [metabodsm + meter] an 

apparatus for measuring basal metabolism - 
rMt*a*l»o-)im-e*try (mef^ba-Hm'^tre) the measurement of basal 

metabolism. 

m«-tab»<>«liAm Cm*-tab'a-liz''am) [Gr. metaballein to turn about, 
change aJterl 1. the sum of all the physical and cheinical pro- 
cessS by which living organiied substance is produced and main- 
tained Canabollsm). and also the iransformaiion by which ener©' Is 
made available lor the uses of the organism (catabolism). 2. bio- 

amSni^elic m., that in which ammonia is the final product of ni- 
trogen metatx>lism. , . 
basal m., the minimal energy expended for the maintenance of res- 
piratlon, circulation, peristalsis, muscle tonus, body temperatwe, 
glandular activity, and the other vegetative functions of the body. 
The rate of basal metabolism (basal metabolic rate) U measured by 
means of a calorimeter, in a subject at absolute rest, 14 to 18 hours 
after eating, and is expressed in calories per hour per square meter 
Of body surface. 

dmtf m_ biotransformation of drugs. 

eikdotfcDoiu metabolism of the prdteirtS Of the body tissues 
energy m.. the metabolic processes by which energy Is released, 
excess u. of exercise, the amount by which the oxygen consumed 
or the carbon dioxide eliminated during exercise and recovery ex- 
ceeds the corresponding amounts during sleep, 
oogenous jn., metabolism of ingested foodstulls- 
iubSm erro* of ou. a genetically determined biochemical disorder 
in which a spetiBc enzyme defect produces a metabolic block that 
may have pathologic consequences at birth Ce.g.. phenylketonuria) 
or in later life (e.g. . diabetes mellltus); called also enzymopathy and 

StwnniSSaiy m!iThe various chemical reactions involved in the 
transformation of food molecules into essential cellular building 

ureoteiic idm that in which urea is the final product of nitrogen 

toriCdtSuc that in which uric acid U the final product of nitrogen 
metabolism. 

ma-tab^oJIt* (mMab'o4ii) any substance produced by metabo- 
lism Or by a metafciolic process. 

essentia] m., a necessary constituent of normal metabolic pro- 
cesses. 

in«^b^o*IU»a*blo (mMab'o-nz^a-b?!) capable of being trans^ 
formed by metaboHsm- 

meta-brom-sa-lan (metVbrom^s^tan) a disinfectant with anti- 
bacterial and antifungal activities used mainly In medicated soaps. 

meta-bu-t9th-amlne liydro-chIo-fid« (mef'a-bu-teth'a-men) a 
local anesthetic used in dentistry to produce InfUtration and nerve 
block anesthesia. 

mi^ta-bll'toxy-cain« hydro chlo-ride . imet;^^u^ok's3-kfc)) 
chemical name: 3-amlno^2-butoxybenzoic acid 2-clie^hylaminoethyl 
ester hydrochloride. A local anesthetic. CwHaNzOj HCI, used m 
dentistry. 

meta*C«r-pal Cmet">kahr'pal) 1. pertaining to the metacarpus. 2. a 
bone of the metacarpus. 

mota-cartMKX'totVfy (met'*>4«:ahr-pek'to-me) excision or resection 
pf a metacarpal bon«. 

nMta*carpo^pha*lan*ga*al (mefa-kahr^pcKfa-lanle^l) pertaining 
to the metacarpus and phalanges. 

meta-carpus (mef^kahr'pw) [mef^> + Gr. fe?,^<^ Yi?^*' 
of the hand between the wrist and the fingers, its ^^J'?? 
cylindric bones (metacarpals) extendmg from the carpus to the 
phalanges. See also ossa metacarpi, under o5*. 

rti6t*a«£«l« (met'^^I) metacoele; see metacoeioma. 

meta*e«n-trio (mer^^en'trik) [meta- + c*nfer(def.i)] having the 
centromere neir the middle, so that the arms of the chromosome 
are approximately equal in length. Cf. dc^e/tlr/c and submetacen- 
tric, 

m»ta^*car4a (met>s*r-kar'e^) pi ^^''»5*'^'*''^^5^ , J^A .^^T 
cysted resting or maturing stage of a trematode parasite in the tis- 
sues of an intermediate host Cmollusks. aquaUc arthropods, fish^* 
or amphibia) or on vegetation. The metacercana may be the miec- 
tive or transfer stage to man and other ammais. 
maka-ehro'ma.«Ea (mfef'iMcrc^a'zhs) [mem- + ^^/ii^^f^^^^,^?!.^^ 
I . a condition in which tissues do not stain true yrtth a given stairs 2 
staining In which the same stain colors different tissues in different 
tints. 3. the change of color produced by stainmg. 
meta-chro-mat-ic Cmef&4cro-mai'lk) [mefd- + Gr. cj^'"*'.'?^ ,^.t 
latlng 10 color] staining differently with the same dye; said of tis- 
sues In which different elements take on different colors when a 
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